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" AVALUABLE FRANCHISE

The Illinois Telephone and Telegraph
Company Is Not on the As-
sessor's Books. |

Neither Is Its Capital Stock Listed or
Assessed by the State Board
of Equalization.

It Is Stated Bonds of the Company Amount-
ing to 85,000,000 Have Been
Floated.

This Franchise Is Estimated to Be Worth
$1,000,000 to the Pro-
moters.

The Hinols Telephoue and Telegraph |
Company has o million dollar franchise
to wse the strevis of Chilcago, It hins
SU5,000 of visible personal assets as con- |
strocted work, It Is given out that
bonds of the company to the amont of |
5000000 have Just been placed, and |
that the money s In hand o go ahead |
with construction work, These honds
were sold at 90 conts, with 25 per cent
of the amonnt of the bond In stock, ax a
bouus, Application for bonds and stock
have beent refused within the lnst few
days, with the reply, “All sold.”

The company has expensive offices in
the Rookery, The company's construe-

tion work, e¢ash In hand and franchixe
are all assessable, and yet—

The Hlinels Telephone and Telegraph
Company s not on the Assessor's
hooks, Nelther Is (ts capital stock st
ol or assesssl by the State Board of
Baualization,

The compuny owns n franchine to lny
vondults to rent to other companles,
and alse to operate a complete telo-
phone system in the ¢lty of Chieago.

The company was organized and the
franchise got, it is belleved, for the pur-
pose of selllug out to the Chileago Tele-
phone Company, whose franchise will
expire In four or five years. The efort
to do this falled,

‘The Hlipols Telephone and Telegraph
Company began work by potting a sev-
en foor tunnel ln La Balle street, This
twunel now reaches from Mouroe street
1w Washington or Randolph street,
Work has been done at other points,
but how much Is not known, At Lake
and State streets, at Dearborn and Van
Buren and at Franklin and Adams
streets shafts have been sunk and more
or less work done,

At the Clty Hall It Is estimated that
the work done, which In of an expen-
slve character, represents an  lnvest-
ment of probably $20,000,

In addition to this, the company has
a cash deposit with the city of $5,000,
No assessment hax been made of these
HERets,

‘Phe franchise gives the company all
the rights which telephone companies
require to do business in Chicago, This
feanchise is estimated to be worth §1,-
QOO 0,

The sehools are threatened with a re-
duction of $2.000,000 of revennes, Un-
less the aggregate valuation In the ety
groeatly  exceeds  $300,000,000, the
wohools' educational fund will be de-
felent $2,000,000 as compared with last
year's educational tax.

The eity llbrary will be short $70,000,
an compared with last year's tax.

The eity will have vearly $1,500,000
less for corporate purposes than It had
last yeur,

The sanltary district is likely to have
itw bond Issue Increased so that It can
fusue not less than $2,500,000 of addi-
tlonal bonds. Its tux revenues will not
be greatly changed from last year,

Cook County's revenues will be re-
dueed, but how much there I8 no way
of exnctly knowing until the last school
district In the county files Its tax levy
with the County Clerk.

The West Park Board and the West
Town are likely to have their revenues
reduced about 256 per cent below the
legal limit. Lincoln Park and the South
Park ave llkely to get all thelr levies
call for,

Thix condition of things will be
brounght about unless County Clerk
Knopt changea his moat recently de-
vised method of sealing down the taxes
that must go in the § per cent Hmit.

It Is now understood that the County
Clerk will put all the taxes except

5 per cent clnss and seale all of them
down, Thix seallng down will not be
done by reducing the legal it rates
of ench tnxing body, The actunl levies
will be sealed down,

Thin will be especially hurtful to the
sehools beenuse lustend of levylng 2%
per cent for education, ns might have
heen done, the levy Is only for ahont
2 per cent.

“Pull py de Nort' Blde, poys, alles 2u-
samme, pull, puldl"

Desplte the frantle conching of thelr
leader, Inspector Max  Heldelmeler's
tug of war tean lost to lnspector Hart-
netrs men at the Palos Park plenle of
the Carter  Harrlson League.  Flve
Inches —one Ineh for ench minute of the
contest—the Harvison street policemen
pulled the “Burgomaster's Own® neross
the line before the Judge's plstol gave
them victory,

Two thowsund Democrats, trae biue
Harrison men every one, followed the
brand pew banners of the league to
Palos Park. “Bobby"” Burke led the
van of the army, which filled three long
trains, Captain  Farrell commanded
the middie division and managed the
gumes, The falthful rank and file, with
thelr wives, sisters and sweethearts,
supplied the harmony and swelled the
coffers of the “concessionaires,”

“Hobby" Burke was proud of the
erowd, The crowd in turn was full of
admiration for the stout little leader,
pr. Howard B, Taylor, Fred Eldred,
John C, Behubert, Edward Lahiff, Ben-
ator Joseph P. Maboney, “Jimmy™
Quinn, John J. Bloan and Thomas J.
Webh all had front seats on the griass
of the arena.

Captain P, J, Lavin's Btock Yards
team won from Captin Bhippy's Bouth
Ohieago men In hollow fashlon, grab-
bing five Inchies of n start at the pistol
and holding 1t stubbornly until the end.
The tug between Captain Luke Collers
nn's City Hall detectives and Inspector
Luke Kalus' team from the Fourth DI-
vislon furnlshed the sensatlon of the
ufternoon. Kalos men sawed the rope
four Inches to the good before the plain
clothes men settled to  thelr  work.
Swnylng back and forth the teams
fought to the final plstol ceack, Col-
lernn's men winning by barely two
Inches and o fival desperate heave ln
the last five secomds of geace, ‘The
Waost Rlde firemen won from the Bouth
Blde and the water department tepmn
from thele rivals of the health depart-
ment,

Aldermun Honore Palmer headed the
floor committee of the danclng pavilion
on the program, but he foalled o put in
un uppenrance at the plenle grounds.
Among those who made the Journey to
the purk were: Alderman Charles Mar-
tin, Edward M, Carroll, John E. Owens,
Willinm E, Kent, James T, Roach,
dohn P, Tansey, James W, Matthews,
W. F. Quindan, John W, Glldea, D, J.
MceMahon, Walter J. Gibbons, Frank
W. Bolon, W, Lester Bodine, Jumes A,
Pugh, Andrew J. Lynch, Frank I,
Ryan, Joln P, McGoorty, D, I, Con-
nery, Edward Prindiville, Alderman
John H, Sulivan, Thomas ', Reully,
Joseph T, J, MeNally, Charles J, Vo-
plea and Alderman Charles Werno,

The Hon, Aleck Jones Is at it again,
At the last electlon the people of Ohl-
eago, during a period of mental drowsi-
ness,  elected this gentleman to the
Dralnage Board. The people are not
always asleep, but this nap has proven
very costly, Says the Tribune:

“It Is dealrable that the 80th street
Intercepting sewer shall be completed

Btate and school bullding taxes Into the

as ool aa poasible. When it Ia in oper-
atlon less sewange will be discharged

MR. WILLIAM A. PINKERTON,

The World Famous Detective.

A CARPET BAG CLERK

The West Park System Has One in
the Person of Its New
Seoretary.

He Moved from Woodlawn for the Pur-
pose of Getting a New Job
from Yates,

And Would Have Moved to the North Bide
) If North Biders Wanted
Him.

Reform Is Necessary Under the Present West
Park Deal and Don’t For-
get It.

I'roperty-owners on the West  8ide | of neat cowhide shoes, a brown fedora
would ke to see a little reform of umi hat from Carter Harrison's own block.
Lincoln Park varlety put into thelr own | “He milks the chickens, counts them
park system. The West Park Board | before they are hatehed, shears the
also hax a Secrotary, and by the same | cows, sets the sheep on the nest, leads
token that declded the Lincoln Park | the horse to water, and makes him
secretarial post 1o be useless the West- | drink: makes the gont bhrowse where
Shlers are wondering what the applien: | it Is tethored, glves antl-fat to the

|

|

l

ent that any suit which the Dralnage
Board may bring ngalust the city will
hasten the completion of that work,
unless the Hoard Is able to divect the
attentlon of the court to sources of rev-
enue, ut present unknown to the clty,
whence the money with which to rash
the work on this only partinlly com-
pleted  Intercepting sewer can be ob-
talned. It Is genernlly understood that
It Is not an eany matter to squeese
blood out of a turnip. If the Dralnage
Board cun accomplish that feat It may
be uble to squeese out of the elty trens-
ury some money to be used for the
completion of this work In #Hh strect.
The vity got the money with which it
began the bullding of this sewer by
mortgnging the revenues of the water
office, It antielpated thelr collection
by selling water certifleates, It can
finlsh the work In gomd season only
by coutinning to sell these certientes,
Hut there Is 0 question ax to their le-
gality, It may bw passed on by the Su-
preme Court this coming winter In o
vane which originated in Jollet.  Until
this question ghall have been settled
In favor of the legality of these cortin-
cates the clty will not be likely to find
puvehasers for new Issues,”

Therefore this Dralnage Board sult
serves no other purpose than to  eall
publie attention to the seandalous man-
ner In which the Dralnnge Board com-
bine Is squandering the money voted
them at the last election,

Corporation Counsel Walker sald, In
reference to this suit: ““I'his Is a politl-
cal sult, pure and simple, We are
mandnmused to do something that we
nre now doing as fast as we ean, Had
President Jones been slucere he would
have Investigated before starting sult.
He would have found that work Is he-
Ing rusbed on the intercepting sewer.”

The rule debarring men over 40 yoars
old from serving on the West Purk po-
Hee foree was abollshed at the last
meeting of the Park Commission, as
far as old soldlers are eoncerned, The
voterans of Cook County long have
been fighting for recognition nnd thelr
victory was complete,

A committee of twenty-five veterans,
headed by Judge Tuthill, attended the
meeting. Judge Tuthlll acted as spokes-
man. ‘The rules of the Board were sus-

pended, and for several minutes thoe
Judge spoke to the commlssioners,

into the lake and more water Into the urging that the veterans deserve an op- case to the court of last resort If neces-
dralnage channel. But it Is not appar | portunity to secure employment In the sary.

publle service In preference to others, | President Sabln, of  the telephone
I'he commissioners nt once changed the ' company, tukes the ground that the
rule so that all soldiers who have been | company Is entltled to charge extra for
honorably discharged are now eligible | the Improved Instriments, as they glve
for positions an policemien or other em- | a much better service than that afford.
ployment in the West  Park  systen, | ¢l by the ones In use ot the thoe the
Nieps were taken townrd the work for | ondinauce was passed,  He says the
the establishment of small parks. At company will furnlsh the old Instro-
torney Cole drew up n resolution which | ments at the old rates If subsceribers de-

| the Board of Review the Unlon Trac-

tion would be 1o thelr own offieiul, The | stalled  ox, says ‘Boo!' to the goese,
two "ark Boards are ldentieal in form. | buys plgs In a poke, makes his  hay
Walter Fieldhouse, close friend to Gov, | while the sun shines, and entehes weas-
Yates and the Secretary of the Repub- | els nsleep,

lienu Btate Committee, is the Secretary | “Ile llves In clover, kills two birds
of the West I"ark Board. He moved | with one stone when he can't put salt
from Woodlawn to the West Slde Iu | on thelr tlls, makes two bites of a
onder to become eligible to the position, | cherry, puts the cart before the horse,

* goes all the way around Robln Hood's
The showlng made In the report of barn, acknowledges the corn, feels his

aits, and knows beans,
Prestdent Roach at the annual meeting | o 50 00 ‘;::"T by the horns
;.r llu-r Union .l 1-;!;-lluu Company stock- gives the enlf more rope, and waits till
wliders s merely another Indleation of AR
the peculiar position In which that com- the cows come home, He lets the grass
1_ | grow under his feet, currles n  short
pany finds itnelf as u result of 1ts past horse soon, lets the ent out of the bn
tuanclering operatlions.  According to 1 i“ 4 K.
the testimony which the attorney of and puts all his oggs In one basket. In
The Boama e L YL r_-; to | #ort, there never was a more practical
ompany recently  vouchsafed to),,.0 poenious farmer than this emil-

tlon Compuny has $32,000,000 of capl- grant from Chleago's First Ward.

tnl stoek, ‘The probable value of this
stock Is indieated in the present re-
port, which shows for the flscal year
ended June 30 a net lncome of $158,575
and o surplus of B12,650, after declar-
Ing a dividend of 1% per cent on the
company’'s preferred stock,

The fact Is that at {ts present caplita-
lzntion the Union Traction Company's
enormous capltnlizgation has no tangl-
ble value whiatever and |8 merely spec-
nlative, says the News., By its polley
of bullding up company upon company

The first step on behalf of the clty in
opposing the suit of the Unlon Traction
Compuny on the ninety-nine-year act
will be taken by Corporation Counsel
Walker. The clty's legal ndviser wiil
begin the war which s to determine
whether the people or the traction com-
panles own the streets. The sult Is ex-
pected to declde definitely the traction
mutters which have beset Chiengo for
the last four years. The points to be de-
cided In the case are ns follows:

will be sent to the officinls of the West
Town, It provides for the Issuance of
21,000,000 4 per cent bonds and the
sprending of a tax levy., The Hoard
adopted a resolution agreelng to ne-
cept 1 Torrens coertiieate for ull prop
ertles nequired by the Board for cor
POrite PUEPOSEeS,

S

At o meeting of the officers and Board
of Directors of the [inols Manufactur
ers' Association, it was declded unanl-
mously at onee to bring legal proceed-
ngs to compel the Chleago Telephone
Company  to  reduce It maxhnum
clinrge for lnstraments to £120 a year,
the rate fixed fn the feanchise undey
which the company is operating.

There were present at the mecting
Martin B, Madden of the Western Btole
Company, Prestdent: Jumes H, Chau
non of H. Channon & Co., Vice Presl
dent: John M. Cutter of the Elgin
Wateh Company, Beeretary, and Divec-
tors W, B, Conkey, W, B, Conkey &
Co.; J. Harry Selz, Selz, 8chwab & Co.:
Willlam H. Relin, Natlonal Brewing
Co.: Charles A, Plamondon, A, Plamon-
don Mamnfacturing Co, and Bernard
A, Bekbart, Eckhart & Bwan Milling
',

The resolutions adopted read as fol-
lows:

“Resolved, That Levy Mayer, general
counsel for the associntion, be author-
lged and instructed to commence pro-
coedings In the proper conrt along the
lines suggestad by Charles M, Walker,
Corporation Counsel, In a recent opln-
lon, to compel the Chleago Telephone
Company to conform with the schedule
of rates set forth In the ordinance
passed by the Clty Counell on Jan, 4,
1880, under which It Is now operating;
and be It further

Resolved, That If in Mr, Mayer's
judgment the desired result ean be ac-

form of legal proceedings than that
suggested by Mr. Walker he be request-

complished more quickly by some other

ed to pursue that course and carry the

sire, but that It must charge the higher
price for the better 'phones,

AR,

More than £300000000 shoull bhe
added to the nssessable personal prop-
erty Huts of Chleago by the assessiment
of the franchises of corporntions, [t Is
the plain duty of the Srate Board of

Jpualization to mwake thix pssessmoent,
No other taxing body Is concedmd 1o
Ilm\'n- the power to assess franchises

of corporations,

1' If the Btate Bonrd can be got to do lts
duty more than £3.000000 would be
colleeted In the form of taxes In Cook
| County  from the corporations  that
dodge this amount of taxes on thelr
| franchises,

[ More than §1,200,000 of this revenue
P wonld go to the publle schools,  The
clty's share wonld be more than #1,.
O00000, The malntenanee of the publle
seliools and the clenning of the streets
and the lmprovement of the clty will be
dependent on this tax,

The question ns to who will be chosen
| to sueceed Charvles G, Dawes as Comp-
troller of the Carvency will remuln an
open one untll fall, says the Washing-
ton  correspondent  of  the  Journal,
About the only thing about It which
vitn be predicted with certainty Is that
the appolntment will be made by the
President withont regard to geography
| or Benatovial Indorsements, I'his otbles,
| with its great responsibility, Involving
us It does the discreet and honest super-
viston of the vast natlonnl banking In-
terests of the natlon, the President hins
alwnys clndmed as his own prerogative.
Talk of his accepting the recomimendn-
tlon of SBenator Mason for the successor
to Dawes I8 worse than ldle. Fle would
no more do so than he would appoint
0 Becretary of the Treasury on the in-
dorsement of a professlonal cracks-
man, He does not ke Mason and he
does not trust his judgment, Mr, Me-
Kinley has several men under consider-
inllun. but 1t I8 known that he has not
made up his mind whom to appolut,

{ ditlons upon selr,

and plling up o vast eapitalization It
has brought Itself, In fact, to a situa-
tion where it needs franchise renewnls,
not on such terms ns way be deemed
fairest to both olty and company, but
on Its own terms, It looks to the clty
to bolster up its Inteinsieally valueless
stock by o gift of such privileges s
will erente a demand for 1ts shares and
ennble It to continue the fnanclering
process, [t remains to be seen how the
elty I8 to negotiate with a company
thiat expects these favors, but Is not In
a condition to fuliill its obligations to
the publie,

The compuny has brought these con-
Can it rensonnbly
axk that the city disregard Ity own
rlghts in the matter in order that the
ecompany may be helped out of its pre-

dicament ?

The scheme to unite the North and
West howlevard systems with that on
the Bouth Blde seems likely to be sue-
cossful, At a conference, attended by
committees of the Dralnage Board and
West Park Commisslon and by engl-
neers of the Pennsylvania, the Chi-
cago Junetion, and Terminal Transfer
Iallroad Companles, the three vallronds
were asked to unlte to bulld the sub-
way at Marshall boulevaml and 31st
street,  Bhould the ronds fall to agree
it I8 expected they will submilt 0 new
proposition in ninety days, This sub-
wny has been an obstruction to the
completion of the scheme, ns nearly all

[ the other work has beon provided for.

One of the enlightened papers of New
York hns boen following the bueolie la-
bors of BT, Coughlin with specinlized
interest,  From [ts own source of in-
formation It ix enabled to give the fol-
lowing Interesting nccount of Ald,
Coughlin’g doings:

“Ifor more than four weeks Mr. John
has been working on a Colorado farm
on the banks of Cheyenne ereck. The
farm I8 five acres small, but Intense

and Intenslve, Mr. Johin wenrs a hrown
Norfolk jacket, brown overalls, a pair

Whether the franchises of the com-
pany explre In 1908,

Hns the municipality the power to
revoke the franchises of the company
on the ground of breaking of contract?

Can the Councll foree a reduction of
fares?

Has the ¢ty the right to force the
Issunnee of a through system of trans-
fors?

Ix the old horse and
valid?

What are the powers of the City
Counell in regard to tractlon matters?

Whether the city will file a1 demurrer
to the bill of the Union Traction Com-
puny or merely a formal answer has
not yet been declded upon,  As the mat-
ter will be fought through the United
Rtates SBupreme Court, Mr. Walker be-
Heves that the greatest care shonld be
taken In prepaving the defense to the
sult, Speclal counsel will be engoged
to assist the clty. MMr. Walker will be
alded by Assistant Corporation Coun-
sels Mason and FyfMe,

dummy act

Willinm E. Mason was re-elected to
the United States Senate  Baturday
afternoon after the most exciting elee-
tlon ever held o the Township of
Thoruton,

The polls were open from noon until
8 o'clock, and when they closed every
wmember of the Cook County Republi-
enn Marching Club had registered his
cholee for Benntor,  Some registered
thelr cholee as many as a dozen times
and not plways for the same eandidate.

The elghth annual plenle of the eluly,
held In Thornton Park, was fixed upon
ns the time and place to settle the ques-
tlon which might trouble the Repub-
lean party of Hlinols next year, While
Benntor Mason was declared elected,
Willlam  Lovimer, HL 8 Boutell, and
Martin B, Madden had many friends at
the polls and all recelved a heavy vote.

Bherllf E, 1, Magerstadt was an easy
winner of the contest to determineg the
most popular Republican holding an
elective office In Cook County, I, H,
Boutell was a close second, and Charles
8. Deneen thirvd.




